December 21, 2022
DEAR FRIENDS,
In the fourth century, a Church Father, Gregory of Nyssa,
wrote this:
Today the darkness begins to grow shorter and the light
to lengthen, as the hours of night become fewer. Nor is it
an accident . . . that this change occurs on the solemn
day when divine life is manifested . . . rather, to those
who are attentive, nature manifests through visible things
a hidden reality . . . . I seem to hear her saying: ‘Realize
. . . as you observe these phenomena, that the invisible is
being manifested to you through the visible. You see, do
you not, that night has reached its greatest length, and
since it can advance no farther, come to a halt and
withdraws? Do you see that the beams of light are more
intense and the sun higher than it has been? Realize that
the true light is now here and, through the rays of the
gospel, is illumining the whole earth.’

The solstice, the retreating of darkness, has been observed
by numerous cultures and the early Christian Church saw
this, too, as a powerful symbol of what Gregory describes
as “the invisible is being manifested through the visible.”
For those willing to look into the heavens and the earth
and are attentive, people of faith have found congruencies
between faith and the natural world. Too often that appeal
to the natural cycles of life, death, and rebirth has been
denied. We find in our own time a renewed interest and
willingness to see meaning behind these natural
occurrences.
As we enter these holy seasons of Christmas and
Epiphany, take some time to note the message of our faith
being reflected in the lengthening of days and the waiting
found in nature for days when life will spring back from
the dormant world.

Advent
with a pledge . . . before the New Year, we will be calling
those whom we have not heard from yet.
Additionally, we are in need of people to run for vestry.
Please consider serving your parish community in this
time. We can use you! The January Chimes will have a
slate of those running for vestry and we would like to get
that filled in. Prayerfully consider this as a way of
offering service to God and giving back to your parish
community.
cont. p. 2

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Please join us for our Christmas worship services.

Thursday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Christmas Day
10:00 a.m.

Our parish community is set to celebrate some of our
greatest feasts of the year. We are also preparing for our
annual review of the year, the construction of a new
budget for a new year, and the election of new vestry
members to help guide our parish for another year, and
many opportunities to volunteer with the Century
Celebration Committee.
While we enjoy the blessing of abundance and the victory
of light over darkness, please remember the realities of
our parish as well. Pledges to support our ministry are
coming in rather slowly and we do not have the ability to
form a budget without that vital information. Please take
some time and send in your pledge or email the treasurer
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Dear Friends cont.

WEDNESDAY NOON EUCHARISTS

The excitement is gathering for our 100-year anniversary
as a church. Many hands make light work and there are
many places for hands to get involved. Let’s all chip in
so that we can all enjoy the celebration together.

The Wednesday noon Eucharists are on hiatus until after
the holidays. They will begin again in January. We look
forward to seeing you in our beautiful, quiet space!

The parish offices are again closed from Christmas
through the New Year. Please contact Clyde if you have
a pastoral need during that time.

DINING DISCIPLES OPEN
The Dining Disciples, a special opportunity to gather
together with other parishioners, began in November
with an evening of spirited conversation, heartfelt
camaraderie, and fabulous food. More groups are
meeting after the holidays. If you are interested in
joining a dinner group, please contact Janine Glabicky at
janineg30@gmail.com .

Blessings and peace to all!
Clyde +

UNEXPECTED GIFTS
One of the blessings of our St. Andrew’s community is the giving nature of many of its members. Beyond
attending worship services, many volunteer their time to help with projects such as Pastoral Care,
Rummage Sales, Community Aid, Christmas Giving Tree, Altar Guild, and our music ministry. Such
projects help support both our church community along with people outside of our community.
One of the projects I’ve been closely involved with since its inception has been Welcome the Stranger (WTS), an
interfaith partnership including St. Andrew’s, Temple Emanu-El, and Old North Church. Over the past six years, our
group has faithfully provided practical help to individuals and families in need who are outside the boundaries of our
congregations. Together, we seek to put the teachings of our respective faiths into action by “welcoming the strangers”
who have come to our attention and offering them assistance.
With our volunteered time, love, and donated goods, we have supported asylum seekers, refugees who have been legally
approved to enter the country, and homeless individuals transitioning to permanent housing. WTS has collaborated with
organizations such as the New American Center, Catholic Charities, Refugee Immigration Ministry (RIM), Lynn Shelter
Association, Mass Coalition for the Homeless and the Build-a-Bed Project. A current challenge for these organizations is
the lack of affordable housing in our area.
As some of you recall, our first family was Danie, who fled violence and personal harm in Haiti in 2016. The family
currently lives in an apartment in Marblehead. Her youngest daughter is in the fourth grade and her older daughter is a
freshman in high school. Danie works as a certified nurse’s aide and her husband works at a medical facility in Salem.
WTS is currently helping two Afghan families, whose husbands served the US forces and escaped from Afghanistan
under harrowing circumstances in August 2021. One family lives in Salem and the other in Lynn. Our assistance
includes furnishing their apartments; English as a Second Language (ESL) instruction and assistance with enrollment in
schools; transportation to grocery stores, banks, and medical appointments; job searches and help with driving licenses.
While parishioners have been generous when we’ve needed donations of clothes and household goods, we could use at
least one other person from St. Andrew’s to serve on the WTS Steering Committee. Please contact Steve Hahn if you
are interested at 978-423-7914.
Speaking of generosity, as your treasurer, I would be remiss if I didn’t strongly urge everyone who hasn’t yet responded
to our Stewardship Campaign to send us your pledge card before the end of the year. Beyond “keeping the lights on”
your pledge ensures the continued existence and stability of a loving community that is always available to us in life’s
good times and bad. Please remember, pray for, and support our community during this busy season.
-Steve Hahn, Treasurer
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CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION UPDATE
Retreat registration open
It’s not too soon to sign up for a special retreat at the Barbara C. Harris Camp and Conference Center in Greenfield,
N.H., next October 13–15, one of the first events of our Centennial Celebration year. Both individuals and families are
welcome to take part in a weekend of reflection, prayer, and fun—with programs for children. Sign up on the sheet in
the Parish Hall or at the link given at www.standrewsmhd.org/centurycelebration.html or in the weekly email. The very
reasonable fee for the retreat is $100 for individuals and $150 for families, which includes room and board; we request a
$50 deposit to hold your spot. (If finances are a hardship, please speak with Clyde.)
See information at our website or ask Ginny Coffin for more information.
Oral histories and call for photos coming in the new year
Our History Subcommittee will be documenting the history of St. Andrew’s by consulting many printed items we have
in our archives—but to truly get a picture of our history, we want to get a sense of the stories of our parishioners, of all
of you who form the beautiful tapestry of this parish. Thus in the new year, we will be inviting you to participate in oral
history interviews conducted by Bob Davis and members of our History Subcommittee. Stay tuned for further
announcements—and also for calls for photos.
We invite your participation!
We look forward to involving many parishioners in any and all aspects of planning for our celebration year, and we
thank all who have signed up so far to help us! Sign up in the Parish Hall or online at the link given at our website and in
the weekly enews. Questions? Speak to Chris Stockwell or Ginny Coffin or drop them a line at cjstockwell61@aol.com
and ginnyandhoward@verizon.net.
Read more about our plans and see an updated timeline of our Centennial year at www.standrewsmhd.org/
centurycelebration.html.

WINTER EXERCISE at ST. ANDREW’S

PASTORAL CARE

During the winter months, St. Andrew’s offers the Parish
Hall as a place to exercise, stretch, march in place, etc.
Please bring your own mat or equipment to assist in your
plan. Note: we do not have space to store equipment, so
be prepared to take it home. Please bring a dry pair of
sneakers to help keep the floor clean and avoid slippery
spots. Beginning on January 6, we offer the space on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:15-3:30 p.m. Please
enter and leave by the rear door by the office. Please sign
up so you may be notified of updates.

If you need pastoral care assistance, please contact
Deanna Karwowski, Pastoral Care Coordinator, at
deekarw@gmail.com
For a pastoral visit, please contact the rector, Clyde
Elledge, directly at rector@standrewsmhd.org or
at his cell phone (see below).
In case of pastoral emergency, please call
Clyde’s cell phone, 781-576-0329.

CHIMES SCHEDULE
ANNE LUCAS PRODUCTION AT
MARBLEHEAD LITTLE THEATER

Deadlines are usually the third Friday
of the month.
The next deadline is January 20.

Parishioner Anne Lucas has a new play being produced
at the Marblehead Little theater from January 20—29.
Tickets for Party? will be available soon online at
www.mltlive.com .

The office will be closed from Christmas
through New Year’ Day.
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Mission Statement
God calls us at St. Andrew’s to grow spiritually and
personally and to reach out to others as part of the global
family. We will strive to respond to this challenge every
day of our lives through:
•
•
•
•
•

Worship that strengthens and inspires
Love, mutual care, nurture, and fellowship
Christian formation and teaching Christian
discipleship at all stages of life
Mission and outreach into the community
and the world
Faithful stewardship in gratitude for God’s
creation and gifts

